Fatal cardiac toxicity in bone marrow transplant patients receiving cytosine arabinoside, cyclophosphamide, and total body irradiation.
Three patients developed fatal cardiac toxicity from the combination of cytosine arabinoside, cyclophosphamide, and total body irradiation while undergoing preparation for a bone marrow transplant. The pattern of the toxicity was unique for this combination of ablative chemotherapy. All three patients had autopsies demonstrating characteristic myocardial and pericardial toxicity. The cardiotoxic effects of this combination may be averted by lowering the dose of the cyclophosphamide.